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University of Alaska 
Fairbanks

Emani Clark

Albany College of 
Pharmacy

Emina Krupic

SUNY Albany 
Zach Deignan

Joseph DiPaola
Arianna Ernsthausen

Mason Mezzio
Matthew Shoemaker

Alfred University
Benjamin Kelly
Peter Nadeau

Andrew Szyszkowski
Jeremy Walther

Alfred State
Tyller Beardsley

Mark Butler
Nathan Crowley

Alexander Gartland
Christopher Illingsworth

Jonathan Till

Americorp
Abigail Terrigino

Bowdoin College
Anna Raynor

Bryn Mawr College
Claire Tuttle

Buffalo State
Lauryn Dowdell

SUNY Brockport
Ethan Bulmahn
Lexus Burgos
Jack Carson

Joshua Marlin
Stevie Rudak
Phillip Tran

Nisa Vyverberg
Aaron Yount

University at Buffalo
Elaina Alston

Christopher Amico
Jacob Arrowood

Abby Baker
Eric Bianchi

Joseph Buttino
Leonardo Camerucci-Gam-

bacorta
Jacob DeMersman

Justin Diehl
Sovannrith Em
Jack Haefner
Zayn Johnson
Spencer Lane
Tiara Oglesby

Alaina Paradiso
Benjamin Thide

Nicole Waddington
Devyn Walker

Canisius College
Shane Zimmer

SUNY Canton 
Skye Hansen
Alicia Moore

Cayuga Community Col-
lege

Desiree Metzger

University of Chicago
Kyle Tingling

Clarkson University
Dakota Incavo

Colgate University
Ty’Sean Sizer

Continental School of 
Beauty

Rachael Critchley
Lilly Vullo

Cornell University
Nathan Stack

Christopher VanKerkhove

SUNY Cortland
Kate Kamler
Kyle O’Brien

Daemen College
Lillian Summers

Empire School of Beauty
Jonathan Zydel

Full Sail University
Elvin Bernard

Finger Lakes Community 
College

Anara Saunders
Brandon Stiles

SUNY Fredonia 
Gage Barker

Noah Comstock
Mitchell Pelissier

Rachel Washington

Gannon University 
Riley Levin

Madison Mann
Jeremiah Zitz

Genesee Community 
College

Julia Karabinas

SUNY Geneseo
Gianna Amico
Daniel Borg

Lydia Fregosi
Gracelynn Kisler
Grace McIntyre
Caitlyn Merkel

Lauren Ngo
Andrew Westcott

George Washington 
University

Alexis Palumbo-Compton

Hobart and William Smith
Amelia Smith

Hofstra University
Jack Codera

Houghton College
Kara Cusker

IMG Academy
Michael Coholan

Indian River State College
Annaleise Gonzalez

Ithaca College
James Doerr

Alyssa Memmott
Derek Olney

Johnson & Wales
 University

Kaleb Kreuzer
Taylor Powderly

Mercyhurst University
Gabriella Amico

Miami Dade College
Leilani Mayoliz

Monroe Community 
College

Hamam Ali
Karl Aliten

Carmella Amico

Michael Andrus
Logan Anliker

Tyril Arias
Jailyn Barton

Madyson Bass
Kiana Blair-Knighton

Luz Brule
Troy Callens

Jamie Courneen
Jadalyse Culver

Colin D’Annunzio
Jennishmar De Jesus San-

tiago
Nina Dillion

Sonya DiVincenzo
Michelle Dobbs

Ryan Dobbs
Nicholas Falconer

Jacob Farrell
Hannah Grape
Adam Grimes
Collin Grimes
Luba Gurman

Tay’vion Hardaway
Jessica Hewitt
Emily Hohman

Jared Infarinato
Adam Kiley

Zachary Lamendola
Julianna Lisak

Leea Lorenzo-Martinez
Christopher Manou

Maria Marcera
Victor Martinez

Catherine Matteson
Elise McKinney
Paula Monroe

Graham Mosley
Emily Mulcock

Dominic Muratore
Rayssette Olivo Cruz

Alexander Perez
Jenna Polizzi
Sean Preston

Jordan Putnam
Sarah Ray

Eduardo Rivera
Juliana Rizzo
Gary Rolon

Thomas Scarpulla
Laila Shuaibi
Ayanna Smith
Robert Smith
Angelo Soria

Jack Thalmayr
Kaileen Valentin

Gabrielle VanGorder
Igor Vintonyak
Jack Webster

Tyrique Wickman
Joshua Wilkinson
Joshua Woodward
Richard Yannotti

Norma Jean Yembrick

SUNY Morrisville
Haley Evarts
Jacob Krug

Hannah Martin

Nazareth College
Miranda Andre

Catherine Budinger
Regan McGwin

Madison Thomas

University of New 
Hamphire

Maria Rollinson

University of New Haven
William Freeley

The New School
Margaret Mayer

SUNY New Paltz
Stephanie Buehler

New York University
Sarah Morris

Niagara University
Kobe Barthelemy

Alison Chodak

Onondaga Community 
College

Noah Coiro

SUNY Oneonta
Hannah Farrell

SUNY Oswego
Rachel Spaker

Pace University
Briona Hall

University of Pittsburgh 
Matthew Brennan

Sara Rose

Pennsylvania State 
University

Jenna D’Ettorre
Emily Newton

Kayla Robinson

Phillips Exeter Academy
Zachary Stenglein

SUNY Plattsburgh
Kaila Imm

SUNY Purchase
William Schepp

Quinnipiac University
Lauren Goebert

Roanoke College
Katherine DeJohn

Roberts Wesleyan College
Brittany Beh

Ava Harrington
Patrick Hynes

Bryce Volschow
Josh Volschow

Rochester Arc and Flame
Garrett Maddamma

Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Rhys Daunton
Andrea DePaula
Nathan Kenney
Madison Latour
Jonathan Mura
Kenneth Sorlie

Avery Whittemore

University of 
Rochester
Claire Harte

Jack Hollembaek
Skylor Jamison

Rony Wahebi

Seton Hill University
Marcus Nicholas

Siena College
Kiera Cooke

Spelman College
Makaila Marshall

St. Bonaventure University
Brendan Cole

Shane Costantino
Riley Dambaugh
Danielle Grimes

Colin Shafer

St. John Fisher College
Jeremiah Boerman

Conor Ianuuzo
Mark Walsh

Stony Brook University
Craig Regan

Syracuse University
Natalie Dascoulias

The College of St. Rose
Grace Thomas

Temple University
Connor Colbey

Trinity-Pawling School
Kaelen Kanealey

Union College
Abigail Stack
Jason Stack

Utica College
Brendan Horton 

University of Vermont
Susan Rollinson

Virginia Tech
Michael Kennedy

Wagner College
Jevontae Leslie

Mara Mineo

Wentworth Institute of 
Technology

Jack Sciarabba

University of 
Western Ontario

Abigail McPherson

The College of Wooster
Abby Cunningham

Marines 
Siyad Darbane

Christopher Healy
Jacob Kieliszak
Samuel Papaleo
Daniel Reddick
Dylan Roberts

National Guard
Marianna Santos

Trade School
Joshua Lupo

Brennan Palmer
Colton Power

Employment
Gary Bohrer

Rebecca Christianson
Stephen DeRidder

Joseph Durrant
Darlenis Fortuna
Anastasia Garcia

Miranda Marapese
Brian Mendez Salas

Nicco Phillips
Leigh Robach

Emma Savage-Burgess
Christopher Silva

Brett Warner
Jonathan Wilson

Gap Year
Sophia Lippa
Hayley McCoy

Undecided/Unknown
Nicholas Alexander
Emmanuel Acosta

Nicholas Beato
Kayla Boyce

Mackenzie Briddon
Jobie Burke-Meadows

Nickolas Giuffrida
Alexander Goldsberry

Burak Ozturk
Victoria Roeser

Andrew Rozvora
David Venner

Out-of-State
In State

Armed Forces
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Alaina Paradiso

Rodequoit Staff
2017-2018

Editor in Chief
Tom Rand

News Editor
Owen Boice

Opinions Editor
Rachel Yovanovich

Sports Editor
Max McHale

EDITOR IN CHIEF 
Alaina Paradiso

CHIEF EDITOR
Tom Rand

LIFESTYLES EDITOR
Abby Terrigino

ARTS EDITOR
Rachel Yovanovich

SPORTS EDITOR
Max McHale

ILLUSTRATIONS EDITORS
Maria Rollinson

Claire Tuttle

COPY EDITOR
Abby Stack

EDITOR-IN-TRAINING
Owen Boice

Rodequoit is written and produced by the students of Irondequoit High School and is the 
school’s official student-run paper. It offers students the chance to develop writing, photograph-
ic,  and other journalistic skills. Unsigned editorials represent the opinion of the majority of the 
editorial board. Signed editorials  represent only the opinion of the author. Please address all 
correspondence to the Editor-In-Chief, Irondequoit High School, 260 Cooper Road, Rochester, 
NY 14617. All letters must be signed. Rodequoit reserves the right to edit all submissions.
Rodequoit strives to inform,  entertain and provide a forum for diverse opin-
ions. The purpose of Rodequoit may be summarized by the following objectives:
 1. To serve the interest of Irondequoit High School’s students by providing thorough and balanced 

coverage of news and events;
   2. To provide access to views and comments of the students, faculty, administration, and com-
munity;

   3. To present well-researched and well-reasoned editorial comment.
Rodequoit is subject to state and federal laws. Rodequoit 

feels that  the school   benefits from the coverage of issues 
relating to students. 

Rodequoit staff will make every effort to maintain high journalistic standards by adhering to the 
Code of Ethics and Principles set forth by the American Society of Newspaper Editors. The staff 
will  examine newspaper content to avoid possible libel, obscenity, or incitement as defined by 
state and national courts. By staying inside these guidelines, Rodequoit is confident that the admin-

istration will continue to uphold our right to cover all issues.

STAFF WRITERS
Libby Bell

Brendan Cole
Fiona Mulrooney

Noah Reuter

SENIOR ILLUSTRATORS
Leea Lorenzo

Norma Jean Yembrick

CONTRIBUTORS
Jacob Dence

FRONT COVER DESIGN
Claire Tuttle

COLLEGE LIST BACKGROUND
Maria Rollinson

ADVISOR
Joseph Kunz

Editor-in-Chief
When I was about to take over as Opinions Editor at the end of 9th grade, I 

remember Mr. Kunz saying, “Working on the newspaper can be a thankless job.” I 
didn’t truly understand what he meant by that until years later, when I had almost 
forgotten it. It turned out to be one of the greatest pieces of advice I have ever 
received.

The newspaper is a lot of work, so allow me to walk you through the process of 
publishing an article. A writer gets a topic and will spend about a week writing it. 
Then, the section editor reads and edits the article before passing it on to the copy 
editor to do the same. Mr. Kunz will read it and suggest changes, where the section 
editor or the original writer then makes those changes. It then has to pass through 
Mr. Kunz and the section editor a few more times before the final article can be 
considered publishable. This happens for every article in the newspaper. 

We have Sunday meetings and we work on the newspaper during our free peri-
ods. We dedicate so much time to producing four issues a year so we can go to the 
Empire State Scholastic Press Association (ESSPA), which gives out awards for 
newspapers. Did you know there were newspaper awards? When I first joined, I 
sure didn’t. 

I guess that’s the reason why it stings a bit when someone says, “We have a 
newspaper?”

We do, and we’ve been around since 1921.
Nobody sees the work that goes into every single thing you or I do. No one sees 

the time dedicated in meetings, off the field, practicing an instrument. They only see 
the final outcome, and if they don’t really like or need it, they dismiss it. 

I guess the biggest thing I’ve learned from Rodequoit is this: No one is going to 
respect my work as much as I do, and so I have to be enough. Rodequoit has taught 
me to be proud of everything I do, and that if I’m not proud of it, I need to fix it 
until I am. Worst-case scenario, I’m the only one who will like it, and that has to 
be enough.

This has also taught me to respect the work of those around me. I may not see 
how long someone spent on an article, and so my job is to consider that before 
making a judgement and dismissing something.

This same thing applies to other situations, and I’ll use teachers as an example 
because, well, this is a school newspaper. A teacher may spend hours making review 
materials or assignments, just for students to throw things away and not use them, 
only to come back later to complain about the grade they got. 

I didn’t join Rodequoit and become the Editor-in-Chief for the purposes of chang-
ing the school and everyone in it – I just hope I can help one person or impact their 
point of view in some way. If I can do that, I have succeeded.

This can also be summed up in a quote I heard from a concert. Pete Wentz, the 
bassist of Fall Out Boy, said, “We’re not trying to mean something to everyone, 
we’re just trying to mean everything to someone.” That’s what Rodequoit is for me. 

Maria Rollinson
Illustrations Editor

Dear IHS, 
I can’t believe my four years are up. I remember walking through 

your doors and being terrified by everything you demanded from me. 
For so long my end goal has been to graduate and get into college and 
now that I have reached it, I can’t help but think I could’ve done some 
things different. But because I can’t go back I’m going to leave some 
advice for everyone who still has time. 

My first suggestion would be to relax. Your world will not collapse 
if you don’t get into you first choice college, so don’t put that pressure 
on yourself. Every class I took had to be advanced or an AP because I 
had to be that number one student. Instead, I should have taken more 
electives like art classes or sociology, which leads me into my second 
piece of advice: take advantage of what IHS has to offer. There are 
a lot of interesting classes and clubs that you can get involved with. 
Half the reason I enjoyed high school was because I participated and 
got involved. 

My last piece of wisdom is to live in the moment. The future comes 
way too fast and there’s nothing you can do to stop it. My time here is 
up and I am honestly terrified of everything that lies ahead – but I also 
can’t wait. I loved high school and I hope when you leave you have 
fond memories to look back on as well. 

Abby Terrigino
Lifestyles Editor

The fact of the matter is that there are so many 
Abby’s in my class I’ll hardly stand out as the Abby 
you’ll remember. I’m just going to keep this short 
and simple since no one wants to hear me go on 
about cheesy sentiments you’ve probably been told 
before like the meaning of life or road to enlighten-
ment.

 High school went by faster than I could have ever 
imagined and the biggest thing I have learned is to 
do things with a purpose- and by purpose I don’t 
mean for college or any other societal expectation 
impressed upon you. At the end of the day, life will 
work out the way it wants to despite all your efforts to keep it “on track.” Now enough of that philosophical insight, 
when I first joined the Rodequoit I had no idea what I was getting into. I mean Mr. Kunz uses Yahoo instead of 
Google, c’mon. All in all, Rodequoit has been one of the strangest experiences of my life, but not at all in a bad way.
 The best thing about High school was all the knowledge I acquired, not about rotational motion or aggregate supply 
and demand or even a chi square test of independence, but rather about the type of person I want to be and the life I 
want to live. So I guess all the embarrassing prom photos that will haunt me in the future were worth it in the long 
run. See ya-probably not- later. 

Claire Tuttle
Illustrations Editor

Contrary to popular belief, not all people who work on Rod-
equoit write. Like me. I don’t write. But hey, if an illustra-
tion is worth a thousand words, I guess I’m a good journalist. 

If there’s one thing you need to succeed in high school, it’s 
determination. There’s always going to be something out there 
that you don’t want to do. As long as a piece of you wants to 
try and starts doing something, you’re already on the path to 
success. The obvious reason to why I fought my way through 
difficult classes is that I was hoping for a greater future. This 
mentality drains your energy, and thankfully, I had friends to 
keep me living in the moment. I often heard classmates joking 
about how Netflix was their life, but what about the real things? 
Don’t get me wrong, time you enjoy wasting is not wasted 
time. I just believe that my high school experience would have 
been wasted if I didn’t do the things I did for other people.

As a high school senior, I wasn’t sure if I would continue playing 
volleyball. All around me seniors were deciding to stop playing the 
sports they loved so that they could focus on their lives. This year, I decided to play volleyball not for myself, but for 
my teammates. Each practice leading up to sectionals, I told myself to sacrifice a little more for my team. I am proud 
that I didn’t let mistakes get to me during sectional finals. I fulfilled a promise that I made with myself: I never gave up. 
I learned it’s better to prove to people how much you care rather than thanking someone one time before graduation. 

Through two years on the Rodequoit staff, I have found the value in doing things for myself. I wouldn’t 
call my work for Rodequoit easy, but my determination to find creative twists on articles motivated me to 
keep coming back for more. I never had the opportunity to take an art class, but I didn’t need a grade to mo-
tivate me. I didn’t need someone telling me what to do better because I was honest with myself. I didn’t need 
help finding my style. I used to hate computers, yet I learned how to make digital art in a couple of weeks. 

Emotional integrity is the key to happiness. It’s the difference between taking the easy road in life and taking the 
road of less regret. Be honest with yourself. There is more to life than doing the things you have to do. Find what make 
you happy and what makes the people around you happy. Work hard, and stay determined, and capture the dream.

Irondequoit High School 
always has and always 
will have a special place in 
the Stack family’s heart. 
Without IHS, our family 
would not be here today. 
My parents, Joan Van Wyk 
and Paul Stack, met for 
the first time in their ninth 
grade advanced global 
class. After getting over 
his freshman-awkward-
ness, Paul built up the 
courage to ask Joan out 
on a date. Seven kids and 
thirty years of marriage 
later, the rest is history.

As the seventh and 
final Stack to grad-

uate from Irondequoit High School, I can say with confidence that out of my 
entire graduating class, I am most likely to be called a sibling’s name. Attend-
ing IHS for the past four years has shaped my intellect, my character, and 
given me a sense of community. It is comforting walking the halls and be-
ing recognized for my family ties in addition to my personal achievements.

I thank Irondequoit for giving me an amazing four years. I have met life-
long friends, attained remarkable experiences, and learned deeply important les-
sons from my time at IHS. I will always be thankful for my Irondequoit educa-
tion, and I am sure that I would not be the same person I am today without IHS. 

Abby Stack

Copy Editor



an example of adolescents bidding for 
increased social status within a high 
school climate. Some students might 
cite a practical reason, noting that other 
students caught onto this thought-
ful clothing choice because they truly 

thought it prevented damag-
ing one’s pants. 

While these are valid 
reasons that may contrib-
ute in some respects to this 
trend, the underpinning 
of this occurrence might 
be something simpler: 
students tend to submit 
to uniformity. In other 

words, students typically 
want to fit in. When a 
new trend emerges, even 
something as simple as 
sock and pant placement, 
students tend to embrace 

it—or submit to it depend-
ing on the circumstance.    

In a general sense, this 
not only explains fash-

ion trends on a high 
school campus, but 
also a broader narra-

tive on how students 
interact. One student’s 
simple, practical, inno-
cent decision to wear 

their pants tucked into their socks may 
have broader implications. Perhaps the 
issue is not one of fashion at all, but of 
student behavior: as soon as a student 
makes a choice, that choice is in the 
public sphere to be construed by every 
individual differently.    

  
  

  
  

  
  

“...it’s essential to make financially sound decisions to en-
sure successful future financial endeavors.”

By Alaina Paradiso
Editor-in-Chief
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To be or not to be 

Saving your wallet from catastrophe: makeup edition

Elf Hydrating Face Primer vs. Smashbox Photofinish Primer
The Elf primer wasn’t bad. For my combination skin it seemed to help with my dry patches a little. Although it slightly helped in dry areas, it made my oily patches get worse. On the other hand, 
the Smashbox primer not only gave me a little hydration, but is also oil-free, making sure my foundation looks good all day.

NYX Total Control Drop Foundation vs. Tarte Rainforest of the Sea Foundation
I really wanted to love the NYX foundation, but I only like it. The shade range looks really big (24 shades!), but is misleading as I had to buy two different colors in order to get my correct shade. 
It also brought out a lot of the texture on my skin instead of making my face look smooth and flawless. The Tarte foundation is a perfect match with less shade options but a better formula. I found 
my skin looked much smoother with it.

Maybelline FitMe Concealer vs. Tarte Maracuja Creaseless Concealer
The Tarte concealer is definitely a bit more full coverage, but it doesn't come with any sort of doe-foot applicator, which I wish it did. It's also kind of hard to squeeze product out of. Both blend out 
just as evenly so in this case, paying the higher price for the Tarte product isn't really worth it.

Covergirl Loose Powder vs. Makeup Forever Microfinishing Powder
I find it hard to find a good translucent powder in the drugstore that doesn't leave your foundation looking caked up or cause flashback in photos. The Covergirl powder was my skin tone, but it left 
me looking like I had powder everywhere. It was simply too cakey and heavy. The Makeup Forever looked much better, and it had no flashback.

Wet n Wild Contouring Palette vs. Too Faced Cocoa Contour
The Wet n Wild looked like a steal because it had such huge pans; however it had very little color payoff. The Too Faced palette may be $40, but I barely have to use any and it has a cool and warm 
tone contour shade. 

NYX Away We Glow Liquid Highlighter vs. ABH Nicole Guerrio Palette
I was totally in love with my ABH palette when I bought it, but then I bought this NYX liquid highlight and I honestly grab for it more often. It blends out nicely, and it's very pigmented but also 
natural enough to wear everyday. I still love my ABH but NYX works just the same, if not better.

Rimmel London Eyebrow Pencil vs. ABH Dipbrow Pomade
I was super afraid of buying the ABH pomade because I thought my heavy hand would leave an over darkened, unnatural looking brow, but it looks way more natural than a pencil ever could. The 
pencils tend to give you harsh lines and they don't last very long. The pomade is easier to control and I've had it almost a year and used barely any.

Morphe Standard Single Eyeshadow vs. Too Faced Chocolate Bar Palette
Some people may not consider Morphe a "drugstore" brand, but a single eyeshadow is only $2.29, which is amazing for how pigmented these are. If you want a full palette, they're worth it, but 
if you want specific shades you can buy the singles. I love my Too Faced palette as well, however the Morphe shadows are just as pigmented and buttery. They also blend super well on the eyes.

NYX Vinyl Liner vs. Stila Stay All Day Waterproof Liner
The Stila liner was one of my first purchases from Sephora, and I really liked the felt tip. However, I saw many well-known makeup artists using the NYX liner and gave it a go. I really like this 
liner. It lasts much longer than the Stila liner does, surprisingly enough. It also comes in matte and the vinyl finish, which is sort of glossy. It outperforms the Stila liner in my book.

Covergirl LashBlast Fusion vs. Too Faced Better than Sex
Honestly, I can't tell a difference between these two. Both lengthened my lashes about the same and aren't clumpy. My only piece of advice is that if you decide to get the Too Faced mascara, don't 
get the waterproof over the regular unless you absolutely have to. The waterproof can be a bit hard to work with because it does tend to clump up a tiny bit more.

Colourpop Matte Liquid Lip vs. Kylie Cosmetics Matte Lip Kit
I heard wonderful things about Colourpop, and bought their Moment of Weekness set of matte liquid lips. I love the colors, and they're very pigmented. However, they are incredibly drying. It turns 
your lips into a desert no matter what you do with them causing the product to peel off. Obviously matte liquid lips are going to be drying, but this is really too much. The darker colors can be a bit 
streaky as well. As for the Kylie Lip Kits, they are again a bit drying, but not so bad that they're unwearable. The color payoff is awesome and they smell really good.

The theory that if you spend more, you’ll get a high quality product is put to the test

                                                         Verdict: 

                SPLURGE   SAVE

By Owen Boice
Editor-in-training

As you move on past IHS to college 
or service or work, you’ll face a whole 
new world around you. High school, 
while preparing us for the world out-
side, can never truly capture the expe-
riences that lie ahead of us. Whatever 

you are planning on doing after you 
leave these doors and whether or not 
you had an amazing high school expe-
rience, it is important to keep a positive 
outlook on life. For seniors, graduating 
high school means new beginnings. 

But how exactly do you start these 
new beginnings in the best way pos-
sible? First things first, get rid of all 
bad habits that lasted throughout high 
school, whether academic or personal. 

The end...
and 

new beginnings

Ask Abby

The bank of 
fiscal responsibility

For example, the numerous extensions 
and second chances we are granted 
here are not going to be gifted to us in 

real life. Investing in a good planner 
or notebook, might be worthwhile in 

staying organized and establish goals. 
For those going to college, looming 
deadlines will approach a lot faster 
than they already do and cram sessions 
five minutes before a test will be inef-
fective. Even for those not taking the 
college path, staying organized is key 
to making sure you make it to work 
on time or pay bills on times. Creating 
and writing down goals can also make 
us look forward to the future. Keep 

looking forward into life and if you’re 
not already, now is the time to figure 
out what it is you want out of your life 
and how to achieve it. 

It is important we are ready to close 
this chapter of our lives and open 
the next as we move closer and clos-
er to graduation. Leaving IHS means 
leaving behind anything we choose 
to move forward from and preparing 
ourselves for a more adult world. 

High school is around the time many stu-
dents begin to work and therefore have more 
money. But with great responsibility also comes 
higher risks and temptations. One of the biggest 
problems with young people is spending more 
than they actually have. 

According to WIT Credit Union 
Representative, Karen Urbland, not keeping a 
check register or using online banking to track 
an account balance flirts with overdraft charges. 

These charges can turn a $10 lunch into $45 
lunch. Especially as seniors are spending more 
money on ball, banquet, graduation parties, 
and dorm room essentials it becomes more and 
more important to keep track of how much can 
actually be spent. 

Differentiating between wants and needs is 
also important. Since expenses only seem to 
increase as the year progresses, it’s essential 
to make financially sound decisions to ensure 
successful future financial endeavors.

The biggest financial liability facing seniors 
is loans. Whether it be for a new car or college, 
loans are large sums of money accumulating 
a lot more interest than anyone ever wants 
to pay. Even before a loan is taken out, one 
should consider their ability to not only repay, 

but repay on time. Urbland warns that 

paying even thirty days late not only accrues 
more interest, but also can negatively affect 
one’s credit for up to seven years. 
The ability to take out future loans will signifi-

cantly decrease for someone with a low credit 
score blundered by late payments. And chances 
are that within the next seven years, this year’s 
seniors will be looking to take out mortgages and 
other large scale loans.  

Many students also decide to open savings 
accounts during the duration of their high school 
career. Savings accounts are great, but should be 
kept what they are- savings. Try not to dip into 
your savings account too often for something 
you’re “dying to have.” Your future self will 
thank you for the extra money when you really 
need it to make a loan, book or rent payment. 

To those who are 18, the WIT Credit Union 
along with many other banks offer money mar-
ket accounts and certificates of deposits which 
provide for longer term investments that earn 
more interest. Credit unions tend to offer high 
rates for such investments as they are non-prof-
its, so maybe it would be worthwhile to move 
money into an investment account. Investing 
for as little as a year could earn $50 in interest 
whereas a regular savings account earns signific

antly less. 

The phenomenon of some students 
tucking their pants tucked into their 
socks seems to have taken on a life of 
its own. Originally, this 
clothing choice had a 
pragmatic purpose: to 
prevent a student ath-
lete’s pants from being 
ruined when playing in 
a muddy environment. If 
one simply tucked one’s 
pants into one’s socks, only 
the socks became dirty—
not the valuable pants. 

From such a simple 
inception, this peculiarity 
has spiraled into a larger 
development. According to 
students familiar with fash-
ion trends at school, this has 
become a new style. Now, 
not only do student athletes 
wear their pants like this, 
but others do too who seek 
to emulate this appearance. 
Hence, a simple choice 
with a practical reason 
develops into a style—a 
culture. 

Such an observation leads to the larg-
er question: why do practical occur-
rences (such as trying to prevent pants 
from being ruined) evolve into cultur-
al phenomenons (like trying to attain 
uniformity with a style)? Perhaps, as 
some scholarly adults say, this is simply 

IHS boys and girls alike indulge in the socks tucked into 
pants trend

By Abby Terrigino
Lifestyles Editor

Illustration Courtesy of 
Norma Jean Yembrick
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Calling on the past
A trio of pay-

phones remains 
on the IHS 
Campus,  two 
in the front 
entrance area 
and one adjacent 
to the cafete-
ria. As would be 
expected, many 
of us pass these 
by each day, 
not giving them 
much thought at 
all. Relics of a 
time before most 
students carried 
around smart-
phones, these pay-
phones have long 
since been discon-
nected. Holding 
the receiver up to 
one’s ear does not 
generate the sooth-
ing hum of the dial 
tone, nor anything 

else for that matter except for the 
sounds already filtering through 
school.  

 Perhaps the epitome of 
outmoded technology, it remains 
a mystery why these payphones 
have not been removed. Just 
looking at one, a student can 
try to imagine a time gone by. 
A time when students did not 
have the capacity to walk around 
with their telephones, watches, 
calendars, and televisions with 
them—let alone those items 
packed into a device the size of 
a deck of cards.  

 As the school year comes 
to a close, students tend to look 
to the future. Seniors anticipat-
ing college, juniors waiting to be 
seniors, underclassmen thinking 
about the next school year—we 
often overlook what has come 
before us. Imagine if we took 
a moment to think about the 
past. What was I.H.S. like when 
students actually used these pay-

Seniors do not deserve a skip day. Just 
because we are on the last year of high 
school and have possibly worked hard to 
get there does not mean we’re entitled to 
do whatever we want. It seems that many 
seniors have a lack of understand-
ing about education. Education is 
something we are given for free in 
America, and so I think people tend 
to look at it as a requirement rather 
than a gift. Many other countries are 
full of children who would be over-
joyed at the prospect of school. And 
we want to skip it.

It is time we started treating it is: 
a gift. Education does not just teach 
you fractions and factorials, it teach-
es you how to become self-aware. 
You learn the impact you have on 
others, and in turn, the impact they have 
on you. Part of being a senior is learn-
ing these skills so that you can see how 
much effort has been going on behind the 
scenes of your life, and that it is time to 
give back. All of those around you have 
been filling you up with this support, 

By Owen Boice
Editor-in-Training

The “Senioritis” Epidemic
By Alaina Paradiso

Editor-in-Chief
this love, your whole life. You only have 
to exist to receive it. Now, as your life 
begins, you have to try to give that love 
back to everyone who has helped you 
make it here.

 Ironically, this is the year 
we should be working our hardest. 
Acceptance to college is contingent on 

your grades in senior year being at the 
same caliber as previous years. It’s not 
like it’s any more difficult to get good 
grades this year over others. We do not 
even have final exams for the most part. 
End of the year projects are not espe-
cially hard. So why do seniors feel they 

Word 
on the 
Street

What’s the most 
exciting thing about 
the end of the year?

"Summer!"
-Talia Defay

"No more school."
-Dan Borg

"Graduating!"
-Joe Buttino

"Being able to sail."
-Rhys Daunton"Ice cream trucks 

start to come out 
around this time."

-Jack Carson

"Freedom!"
-Jack Hollembaek "Barbeques."

-Zayn Johnson

"The beach!"
-Kyla Paradiso

Spell “Prom” out with half-
eaten donuts. Hire a skywriter. 
Write a letter, sing a song in the 
commons, or have your friend 
ask your date without you know-
ing. The minefield of unique and 
fun promposals is quite a con-
fusing one to traverse for a first 
time prom-asker, as the clocks tick 
down to the end of May event that 
is prom.

A promposal is normally some 
sort  of 
unique way 
to ask a 
person to 
prom. It 
can involve 
things such 
as posters, 
or it could 
be a note. It 
can take on 
many fun 
var ia t ions , 
but at its 
core, a promposal is an elaborate 
yes or no question.

Now, you may be wondering - 
especially if you’re already in a 
relationship - should I prompose? 
If I do, how? Should I go all out, 
or should I keep it romantic or 
subdued? Should I spend money? 
How much? Should I try singing? 
What if they say no? What if they 
say yes?

The answer: a resounding who 

cares. Promposals are not propos-
als. They’re fun. They’re stupid. 
And they’re just for one night of 
your life. I’ll give you an exam-
ple: my sister is twenty one years 
old. She was asked to prom twice, 
five and then six years ago. Not 
once has she ever mentioned since 
how she was asked to prom. It has 
become completely inconsequen-
tial. So take it easy, pal. Grab some 
markers and make a poster, or buy 
some cupcakes and use frosting 
to write “Prom?” on each one. 
This isn’t rocket surgery. Whoever 

you’re ask-
ing is going 
to appreciate 
any effort you 
put into them 
at all. 

As long, of 
course, as it is 
some effort.

Too often, 
these days, 
we delude 
ourselves into 
thinking that 

we must bawk and present like 
peacocks to satisfy some invisible 
social media checklist in appear-
ing cool, interesting, and “extra.” 
Why? More often than not, one 
goes to prom with one date. It’s 
a connection between two people. 
An elaborate yes or no question.  
Leave it at that.

So, are promposals worth it? 
That’s up to you, and your choice 
of date. And only them.

By Tom Rand
Chief Editor

Promposal 
Predicament

As if this past presidential race hasn’t 
created enough drama and turmoil, 
Democrats in the house and Senate are 
accusing Trump of having ties with the 
Russian government. When FBI director 
James Comey was fired after opening 
up an investigation on Trump’s ties with 
Russia, partisan Democrats called for a 
special counsel to investigate possible 
collusion with Russia and election tam-
pering.

Trump cited “three separate occasions” 
that Comey “informed” him in his let-
ter to Comey telling him he was fired.  
Trump gave no context to these three 
occasions, but it would make sense if 
Trump was referencing how Comey’s 
investigation into the Clinton campaign 
had some sort of place in his election to 
the oval office. The President’s reason 
for firing Comey, given in a letter writ-
ten by Trump to Comey, indicates that 
Trump “concurs with the judgement of 
the Department of Justice that you are not 
able to effectively lead the bureau.” 

Trump fires off on Comey
By Max McHale

Sports Editor
To many, this was a vague attempt 

on Trump’s part to hide his concern for 
the FBI’s investigation into his ties with 
Russia. Senate Democrat leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) vowed to block any 
new appointment to the FBI director posi-
tion until a special prosecutor is assigned 
to investigate Trump’s ties with Russia.

Trump also has been accused of sharing 
intelligence with Russia. Soon thereaf-
ter, the Watergate comparisons emerged. 
Senator Mark Warner said that, “Risking 
sources and methods is inexcusable, par-
ticularly with Russians.” However, this 
“scandal” between Trump and Russia has 
very shaky facts and no clear motives. 
What policy position has Trump done 
that has benefitted Russia so far? Trump 
has unleashed a series of executive orders. 
If he and Russia had made some sort of 
exchange in 2016, then wouldn’t at least 
one of his policy actions help Russia? 

The answer is exactly the opposite. In 
early April, Trump attacked Syria’s leader 
Assad’s air base, killing many and crip-
pling the military power of Syria. Syria 
also happens to be one of Russia’s top 
allies, so if Trump accepted some kind 

phones? 
 Today, few high school 

students have ever used a pay-
phone. However, there was a 
time when using a payphone was 
a part of life for students. These 
students of the past attended 
IHS, yet many of us today would 
not recognize them as ancestors 
of our current school. The time 
that has elapsed since payphones 
have aged out of usefulness has 
generated a new culture—one 
that emphasizes frivolity. The 
very term “payphone” sums up 
the purpose of the device: one 
paid to use it to make a phone 
call—no bells and whistles.  

 Right now, students 
would find the concept of a pub-
lic phone that one pays to use an 
unusual occurrence. Each stu-
dent has his or her own phone, 
not one communal phone shared 
among many students. Today, 
students would object to the con-
cept of a payphone because it 

are entitled to slack off?
Part of it is probably that we have seen 

other classes of seniors skip a day here 
and there, and we want to do the same. 
Hey, I have never been one to complain 
about a snow day or a Friday off, but if 
I have to be here, I am here. Days off 
are for being sick, or they’re for doing 

something important, like a doctor's 
appointment or visiting a college. They 
are not to go have a barbeque with the 
whole senior class. We are not entitled 
to get a day to do whatever we want.

 The truth is that no one owes 
you anything. Parents, teachers, rela-
tives, friends, counselors, coaches, 
everyone around you has played some 
of role in getting you to where you are 
now. You didn’t think you got here all 
by yourself, did you? 

Yes, you have put in the time to 
actually write a paper or do your math 

homework, but the people around you 
work tirelessly to make sure you have 
a support system to do those things. 
Being a senior isn’t about getting to do 
whatever you want, it’s about doing what 
you have to in order to make all of their 
efforts worth while.

“Education is a gift, 
and it is time we 

started treating it as 
such.”

of bribe from Russia, he definitely would 
not bomb the Syrian government. 

What congressional democrats should 
be harping away on instead of this 
Russian fear mongering is the real scan-
dals of the Trump administration that 
go virtually undiscussed. Trump owes 
“hundreds of millions” of dollars to more 
than 150 Wall Street financial institutions, 
according to the WSJ. Do you think 
it would be unlikely that one of these 
financial institutions asked Trump to cut 
regulations here and there in exchange for 
lowering his debt? This massive conflict 
of interest makes Trump more likely to 
represent the big corporations rather than 
the middle-class voters that got him into 
the office. 

How about the fact that Trump is near 
complete with a deal to give Saudi Arabia 
a $100 billion arms deal; a country that 
beheads people in the public square, 
declares that all atheists are terrorists, treat 
women as second-class citizens, and have 
the same ideology as ISIS? It is time that 
democrats in congress start harping away 
on the real, provable issues, instead of 
revived 1950’s red scare nonsense.

challenges the assumption that 
everyone should have their own 
individualized version of every-
thing, like a phone. While tech-
nological developments have 
most directly led to the end of 
the payphone, an underlying fac-
tor is our resistance to the char-
acter of the payphone. 

In our current perception of 
the world, the payphone has no 
place. Our current school pop-
ulation seems to believe that 
everyone must have their own 
consumer goods. Therefore, 
the very concept of a payphone 
offends them. In actuality, that 
which the payphone represents—
the antiquated notion that we can 
make do with sharing, that we do 
not all need our own individual 
devices—is an ideal that more of 
us should strive to see. 

Illustration courtesy of Leea Lorenzo & Norma Jean Yembrick 

Illustration courtesy of Leea Lorenzo

Why we don't deserve a senior skip day

“...at its core, a 
promposal is an 

elaborate yes or no 
question”



ing accomplishment considering 
the level of talent in Western 
New York. Through its 60 years, 
Irondequoit has graduated 36 All-
Americans, some of which have 
gone to play college lacrosse 

at highly competitive Division 
I institutions like Maryland, 
West Point, and Virginia. 
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By Noah Reuter
Staff Writer

By Libby Bell
Staff Writer

September
-Canada wins World 

Cup of Hockey
-Team USA wins 

Ryder Cup (tennis)

October
-Chicago Cubs win 

1st World Series in 108 
years

November
-Irondequoit Girls 

volleyball makes 
it to the Sectional 
Championship

-Kerrin McEvoy wins 
the Melbourne Cup 
(equestrian)

-G. Ghebreslassie 
wins the New York 
Marathon

January
-Irondequoit Hockey 

beats No. 1 Seed 
Brockport

-Roger Federer and 
Serena Williams win 
the Australian Open

-US leads X-Games 
in medals with 24

February
-Eduardo Rivera 

Bowls a 300
-Irondequoit Boys 

Bowling wins sectionals
-New England 

Patriots win the Super 
Bowl

March
-Irondequoit 

Basketball wins Section 
V Championship

-Irondequoit 
Basketball beats Our 
Lady of Lourdes to win 
the State Championship

-Girls Basketball 
makes it to the sectional 
finals

April
-AJ Gartland throws 

No-Hitter
-All of Irondequoit 

Basketball’s 5 starters 
make the All-County 
team

-University of 
North Carolina wins 
the March Madness 
Tournament

-Freshman Golfer 
Luke Buckley shoots 
team-low 77

-Sergio Garcia beats 
Justin Rose in the 1st 
playoff hole to win the 
Masters

May
-Maddie Shellard 

wins Sectionals for run-
ning

-Always Dreaming 
wins Kentucky Derby

MAY MABBNESS: Coach Mabb retires

Irondequoit physical educa-
tion teacher, Tim Mabb, is retir-
ing after teaching for 31 years. 
The JV Basketball and Varsity 
Baseball coach has taught 
over 10,000 kids in an illustri-
ous career at Iroquois Middle 
School. 

“I think I’ll miss [the rela-
tionships I’ve built] the most...
even after they graduate they 
come back to see how we’re all 
doing,” said Mabb.

Elsa Rollins, a junior and for-
mer student of Mr. Mabb, says, 
“He wasn’t just a gym teacher… 
you could really have a conver-
sation with him. You could tell 
he cared about all of his students 
and their success.” 

 “He is always ready to tell 

“He never settles for less 
than what we are fully 

capable of. ”
-Jimmy Weaver

a joke or say something witty. 
Mabb is an overall good guy and 
a teacher we will all remember,” 
said junior Max McHale who has 
had Mr. Mabb for 4 years, two at 
Dake and two at Iroquois.  

Mabb knows all about success 
as he has led the boys JV bas-

 When the going gets tough, IHS girls get going

Irondequoit’s Go Girl Go pro-
gram spent the months of April and 
May training elementary school 
girls to complete their culminat-
ing race, the Eagle’s Charitable 
Challenge 5K. Go Girl Go has 
flourished in West Irondequoit as a 
nationally sponsored program that 
inspires young girls to get moving 
and have a confident body image.

Most participants joined the 
program to promote a healthy, 
positive lifestyle for the young 
girls involved. “I joined this pro-
gram because it sounded worth-
while for girls. Helping them to 

connect to each other, get mov-
ing and build self-esteem,” said 
Rebekah Lambrix, a sixth-year 
adult supervisor. “Mentors,” as 
Go Girl Go calls them, are high 
school volunteers that are encour-
aged to sign up to help run the 
program. While days togeth-
er are spent running and getting 
physically ready to race, instill-
ing confidence within the girls 
is a main goal of the program. 

“It doesn’t just encourage girls 
to become physically healthi-
er, but it also puts emphasis on 
positive body image,” said high 
school mentor Brenna Bigenwald.

The girls have been going on a 
series of jogs to prepare for their 
race. “We do the workouts to build 

stamina. We begin running shorter 
and walking longer and progres-
sively cut down our walking time,” 
said supervisor Michele Myers. 

High school mentor Ally 
Stone adds, “Getting ready for 
the race helps the girls set a 
goal and persevere. Some days 
it’s a challenging run, but we’re 
always there to encourage them.”

The running and formation of 
personal connections all factor 
into the girl’s favorite aspects 
of Go Girl Go. For some it is 
the sole enjoyment the running 
itself. “I love running the most, 
it gets my energy out,” said a 
second grader at Listwood school 
who participates in Go Girl Go. 

Many girls appreciate the men-

tors most as they play a pivotal 
role in encouraging the girls to 
keep going. “They really truly 
are mentors to help them when 
they need it,” said Lambrix. 

“They encourage us to fin-
ish the race,” said Delainey 
Piano, a fifth grader at Rogers. 

Building self-esteem and pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle are the 
core values of Go Girl Go. It cap-
italizes on hard work and accep-
tance, which is a widespread goal 
of West Irondequoit. The com-
pletion of the Eagles Charitable 
Challenge will mark the end to this 
year’s program and a triumph for 
all of the young girls who invested 
their time to educate themselves 
on how to lead healthier lives. 

Right: The 2017 Go Girl Go members, comprised of girls grades 1-6. Left to center: Mentors Kathleen Chor, Ally Stone, and 
Abigail McPherson pose with participants after the 2.5 mile race.

Coach Mabb stands with pitcher Sean Mannion (center, class 
of 2016) and catcher Daniel Bamann (right, class of 2015).

Photo courtesy of Sean Mannion.

ketball team to multiple unde-
feated seasons. “He never settles 
for less than what we are fully 
capable of...in the classroom, he 
makes sure we give it our all so 
that we can go to a good col-
lege,” says former student and 
current varsity baseball player 
Jimmy Weaver. “He always lets 
his students and players know 
what they need to do to in order 
to be the best versions of them-
selves.” 

Sophomore Grayson Smith, a 
former student and JV basketball 
player, reflected on Mr. Mabb, 
saying, “He not only taught me 
to be a better player, but a better 
person.” 

Whether he was your gym 
teacher or a coach, all students 
are able to look up to him as 
a role model. While Mr. Mabb 
started his career as a coach and 
high school teacher, he is ending 
it as a mentor, role model, and 
example of what a great teacher 
should strive to accomplish. 

You will be missed, Mr. Mabb.

Irondequoit Lacrosse celebrates 60 years
By Brendan Cole

Staff Writer

 As you enter Gordon 
Allen Field, the PA announc-
er declares, “Good afternoon 
ladies and gentlemen. Welcome 
to Irondequoit,  the birth-
place of Section V lacrosse.” 
Irondequoit has a lot to be proud 
of. 2017 marks the 60th anni-
versary of Irondequoit Lacrosse, 
a storied program that boasts 
16 Sectional championships. 

In 1957, Irondequoit Lacrosse 
was founded and fielded its first 
high school team. Their only 
recorded game was a 17-1 win 
over a Section 3 team. Between 
1957 and 2014, the boys’ 
lacrosse team never had a losing 
record, which is an astound-

 This year, Irondequoit Lacrosse 
celebrated its 60th anniversa-
ry with a series of four games 
played at Gordon Allen Field. 
Unfortunately, both the boys 
and girls varsity teams lost to 
Canandaigua and Ithaca respec-
tively. “It was a tough way to 
end a good season, and I couldn’t 
be more proud to play with so 
much tradition,” said junior 
lacrosse player Matt Sherman.

As you drive through 
Irondequoit, you’ll find cars 
with lacrosse bumper stickers, 
street signs with the words, 
“Play Lacrosse, Keep The 
Tradition,” and groups of kids 
playing wall ball on just about 
every corner. Texas has football, 
New York City has Basketball, 
but in Irondequoit, Lacrosse 
will always reign supreme.    

“Good afternoon ladies 
and gentlemen. Welcome to 
Irondequoit, the birthplace of 

Section V Lacrosse.”

Left: Derek Olney 
charges onto the 
field.

Center: (from 
left to right) Jake 
Eismann,  Matt 
Sherman, Colin 
Shafer, Mark Butler, 
Kessel Stefano, 
Bryce Volschow, 
Jake Moszkowicz, 
Matt McKay, James 
Mrozec, and Noah 
Coiro. 

Above: Nathan 
Crowley

Senior 
Year 

Results
2016-17

Photos courtesy of Jake Moszkowicz, Derek Olney, and Nathan Crowley

Photos courtesy of Libby Bell
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Donate Life
By Rachel Yovanovich

Arts Editor

What’s your favorite part about Art’s 
Fest?

LEFT: Isanda Thufaila, 
an exchange student from 
Indonesia, photographs kids 
as they pose. 

BOTTOM CENTER: Ms. 
Virga in mid-dunk from a 
lucky shot by a student. 

CENTER LEFT: 
Fiona Mulrooney of 
Chickenscratch makes bal-
lons for student patrons. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Hannah 
Szuba, a junior, trys her 
hand at throwing on the 
wheel. 

All photos courtesy of Rachel 
Yovanovich.
 

Arts 
Fest 2017

Becoming an organ donor is debat-
ably one of the most important things 
a person can do during their life. 
The gift of your organs can save 
up to 50 lives and bring hope to 
so many more. There is a severe 
shortage of organs and anyone can 
decide to become a donor. For 16 and 
17-year-olds, the ultimate decision is 
your parent or guardian’s, but after 
turning 18 the only person that can 
revoke the decision to donate is you.

The New Visions program partici-

Illustration courtesy of Maria Rollinson

pated in Arts Fest by hosting a table 
where all Irondequoit High School 
students and staff could learn about 
organ donation, and anybody over 16 
could sign up for the organ donation 
registry. They decided that a table at 
Arts Fest would be the perfect way 
to teach people about their ability to 
make a difference. “We would reach 
a lot of people here and educate them 
on the importance of eye, organ, and 
tissue donation,” says IHS senior Joe 
Buttino, “Organ donation saves lives. 
There are already thousands of people 
waiting for an organ donation and it 
can give people long, fulfilling lives.”  

After a production period of a 
couple weeks, Chickenscratch is 
sent off to press and will arrive 
before the school year is out. Still, 
we on staff were below our fund-
raising goal and needed one big 
effort to match taxes and an extra 
25 copies printed. So, we had the 
idea: balloon animals. We thought 
that at Art’s Fest, the amount of 
people around and the artsy atmo-
sphere would get eyeballs on the 

      Members of the New Visions program raise awarness about the 
       importance of organ donation.

Chickenscratch 
set to print

By Tom Rand
Chief Editor

Fire explorers hit Art’s Fest

By Rachel Yovanovich
Arts Editor

The St. Paul Boulevard Fire 
Explorers Post 144 are a hidden 
gem of Irondequoit. The small 
group are an effort of the Fire 
Department to reach out to the 
next generation of fire fighters. 
“We go to house fires. We switch 
air tanks, set up a recovery sta-
tion, really just help the firefight-
ers with whatever they need,” 
Says HIS junior Brendan Bortle. 

“We work with the fire depart-
ment and they teach us fire 
skills,” said Irondequoit High 
School junior Corey Sherwood.  

The Fire Explorers were at Art’s 
Fest to “Spread awareness that 
there is a post two blocks away 
from the school,” said freshman 
Elijah May. In the center of the 
bustle of the Large Cafeteria, they 
assuredly succeeded in that goal. 

Like other organizations, Art’s 
Fest was a valuable advertising 
tool for student clubs of all stripes.

St. Paul Boulevard Fire Explorers from right to left: Elijah May, Corey 
Sherwood, Rick Roomian, Brendan Bortle, and Dezmon Avat.

table and promote spending on 
a fun, cheap festival accessory. 

Likewise, we used pre-order 
forms to ‘start the buzz’ so to speak 
of our magazine and, in case pro-
duction ran long, at least some peo-
ple would get a magazine to enjoy. 
Luckily, Art’s Fest was a smashing 
success - we sold 28 pre-orders,  
and made enough money from the 
balloons to cover our costs. Plus, 
we made some terrific balloons.

We asked students to 
pick their favorite part 

of Arts Fesrival this 
year.

Here are the results 
of our survey!

By Rachel Yovanovich &
 Alaina Paradiso

Arts Editor & Editor-in-Chief
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West Irondequoit and Monroe County seek to reclassify 
Cooper Road as a school zone

2018 Budget vote passes

Thirteen Reasons Why  
opens dialogue on 

school support systems

Graphic Design celebrates 
Irondequoit with banner project

By Tom Rand
Chief Editor

By Abby Stack
Copy Editor

By Fiona Mulrooney
Staff Writer

Mrs. Reinert’s Graphic Design 
B class has been commissioned 
by Irondequoit superintendent 
Mr. Crane to design nine 20” 
by 60” IHS-themed banners that 
are to be hung from the RG&E 
poles along the stretch of Cooper 
Road in front of the IHS and 
Dake Junior High campus. The 
banners will display important 
community topics like “tradi-
tion,” “vigor,” and “diversity.”

The idea for the banner proj-
ect came from a member of 
the community. According to 
Crane, when she contacted him 
in August, the intention was to 
“draw attention to the beauti-
ful campus” of IHS. His first 
thought was to hand it over to 
the students in the relatively 
new Graphic Design B course, 
designed for students who want 
to take their computer-based art 
skills to a more advanced level. 

Originally, the class intended 
on making frames for the banners 
and then selecting one student’s 
design to work off of and fin-
ish. After that, Crane and Carol 
Crumlish, the Director of Public 
Information for WICSD, would 
select the best candidate, and 
that work would be displayed 
on every RG&E pole available. 
In the end, every student’s ban-
ner, original frame and filling 
design, was chosen to go up.

However, that was not the easy 
choice. “They [the community 
member, Crane, and Crumlish] 
proposed this project of creat-
ing banners for Cooper Road. 
That was all they told us,” said 
Reinert. “The students had to 
come up with everything. From 
the basic brainstorming of the 
theme, to figuring out the dif-
ferent dimensions of the proj-

ect, to the color scheme— the 
students were pretty much fig-
uring this out step by step.” 

Not only that, but the class was 
also exposed to the process of 
working with printer companies. 
The end choice was Connolly 
Printing, but only after a pro-
cess of reviewing cost estimates, 
weather immunity, the require-
ments of how the computer files 
have to be formatted to send 
to the printer, and dozens of 
other miscellaneous and consum-
ing tasks that come with being 
a professional graphic designer. 

“It was a learning process 
for everyone involved, includ-
ing me,” Reinert admitted. On 
top of that, Crane and Crumlish 
had to adjust the dimensions for 
pricing and practicality. Students 
had to go through rigorous revi-
sion processes or start over.

Ultimately, though, the stu-
dents appreciated and enjoyed 
the project. Erica Daniels, who 
made the banner with artistic 
lettering reading IHS’ motto 
of “Each Child Belongs to All 
of Us,” stated, “It was nice 
to have an end product, rath-
er than it being an assignment, 
this made it feel like we were 
our own graphic design firm.” 

 “It was probably one of my 
favorite projects, it was putting 
your own creativity into it, it 
was a prompt you could work 
with,” said Juliana Rizzo, the 
designer of the “vigor” banner.  

Samantha Buckley is excited to 
have her “pride” banner displayed 
not only to the neighborhood, but 
to her chosen college Savannah 
College of Art and Design as 
a testament to her abilities.

All people involved found 
their own meaning to infuse into 
the process. Reinert believes 
that the banners will help to 
awaken pride in the school 
itself, but especially in the arts. 

On March 30, 2017, thousands 
of people began streaming Thirteen 
Reasons Why on Netflix. Inspired by 
Jay Asher’s book, the show tells the fic-
tional story of Hannah Baker, a high 
school junior who commits suicide and 
leaves behind thirteen cassette tapes for 
the people she blames for her death. 

Since its release, Thirteen Reasons 
Why is reputably the most tweeted about 
show so far in 2017; with its focus on 
drug addiction, rape and suicide, the show 
is extremely popular for bringing to light 
many issues previously kept quiet. The 
show has taken the 
attention of many of 
IHS staff, including 
several counselors 
and administrators, 
who watched the 
show. “I did watch 
it because there was 
so much buzz about 
it and I thought it 
would be good for 
me to be informed 
about it, especially because it is something 
that so many students have access to,” 
said Assistant Principal Ms. Vandergrift.

While many shows explore themes of 
teenage depression and suicide similar 
to the ones that are shown in Thirteen 
Reasons Why, this show is perhaps the 
first to depict such themes so explicitly, 
with little room for imagination, espe-
cially in the final episode where Hannah, 
the protagonist, has her suicide shown in 
full detail. One of the show’s writers, Nic 
Sheff, strongly argued for the decision 
to show every detail of how Hannah 
committed suicide, arguing that when he 
himself was in the midst of consider-
ing suicide, he remembered the story of 
a woman’s horrendously painful suicide 
attempt and decided to live. As Sheff 
wrote in Vanity Fair, “I stand behind what 
we did 100 percent. I know it was right, 
because my own life was saved when the 
truth of suicide was finally held up for 
me to see in all its horror—and reality.”

For adults, one of the most danger-
ous aspects of the show is how staff 
of Hannah’s high school is portrayed. 

When Hannah seeks help from a school 
counselor, he fails her in every possible 
way and does not attempt to help her at 
all. It sends the message that adults can-
not be trusted and will not understand a 
suicidal teen. To that end, Ms. Vandergrift 
said that, “It’s important to look at the 
show with a critical eye. One of the 
things that was frustrating for me while 
watching it as an adult who works in a 
school was that I didn’t think it was a true 
representation of the supports available 
or adult responses in certain situations.” 

Mrs. Snyder, IHS’ substance abuse 
prevention counselor agreed, saying that 
“It’s important to note that Irondequoit 
has a large mental health staff for the 

number of students 
we have. That’s some-

thing we have put value 
on for decades to get 
to the point where we 
have three social work-
ers in the high school 
and a mental health 
counselor in addition to 
the other school coun-
selors. So it is some-
thing that is already 

in place and has been for a while.” 
IHS counselors seek to readjust that 

negligent image for students: “The safe-
ty of our students is our number one 
priority at all times. Our staff, includ-
ing all of the counselors, social work-
ers, and even the counseling center 
receptionists, are extremely intui-
tive and often pick up on when a stu-
dent is struggling,” said Mrs. Snyder.

Likewise, IHS counselor Ms. Bush 
reiterated that “There’s nothing that’s 
more important than the health and safety 
of our students. That is not specific to 
responding to a TV show or different situ-
ations, that is the top priority all the time.”

The Netflix series’ popularity provid-
ed a platform for the school to begin 
to talk about suicide. For thirteen 
days, different students spoke during 
the Oxford morning announcements 
about the personal struggles they had 
been experiencing and thanked the 
people who helped them through it. 

Resources for suicide preven-
tion and therapy are always available. 
There is no shame in asking for help.

This design is by Libby Bell.
All banner images courtesy of 
Ms. Reinert.

This design is by Riley Broderick, 
referencing the IHS’ Native 
American heritage.

While in talks for several years, 
West Irondequoit and the County 
of Monroe are in negotiations to 
reclassify the stretch of Cooper Road 
outside IHS and Dake Junior High as 
a school zone following the March 
accident that resulted in the death 
of IHS freshman Michael Lynch.

“We’ve talked about ways to make 
the area around all our schools safer 
for years,” said West Irondequoit 
Superintendent Jeffrey Crane, ref-
erencing the safe driving initiative 
Yeah, You’re That Distracting pio-
neered by Causewave Community 
Partners, and the driving simula-
tor the district often sets up at IHS.

According to Superintendent Crane, 
after the Michael Lynch accident, he 
met with East Irondequoit superinten-

dent Sue Allen and Irondequoit Town 
Supervisor Dave Seeley to discuss 
what avenues they had to improve 
road safety around Irondequoit’s 

schools. The mission, said Mr. Crane, 
was “To do whatever you can to 
make sure people are present in 
their activity,” that activity being 
driving. The answer, as they found, 
was to go ahead with a school zone.

A school zone on Cooper Road 
would mean a reduced speed limit 
during school hours, - 25 miles an 

hour from the normal 35 - during 
school transit hours of 8am to around 
3pm. However, as a county road, 
it is not under the jurisdiction of 

Irondequoit to reclassify the road. 
As of now, it is the hands of the 
county to set up the school zone, 
which involves deciding the pre-
cise distance of the school zone 
and examining the traffic lights at 
Thorncliffe and the rear parking lot 
exit. “Everybody was positive in 
the meeting,” said Crane, “[I’m] 
95-98% sure this is going to happen.”
The question stands, however, as to 

why after years of talks, and a school 
building present on Cooper for 64 years, 
Cooper has never been classified as a 
school zone. To that, Mr. Crane said 
he “[didn’t] really know the answer.”

Regardless, Mr. Crane said it is 
“something that has been overlooked, 
and we’re trying to address it.”

As a initial measure, these signs were posted at crossings in the parking lots 
of the IHS Campus. Photo courtesy of Tom Rand. 

The May 16th vote for the 2017-
2018 school year’s West Ironde-
quoit Central School District has 
passed, with 1928 people voting 
yes and 444 people voting no. 

For those concerned of a possible 
budget upset mirroring the events of 
the 2014-2015 school year, rest easy 
- for all intents and purposes, the 
budget moving into next year will be 
more of the same. “Included within 
the 17-18 proposed budget are funds 
to maintain current class sizes, in-
crease course offerings in the form of 
science electives and keep intact the 
rich extracurricular and co-curricu-
lar opportunities for students,” said 
Assistant Superintendent for Finance 
James Brennan. “At the same time, it 
limits spending (increase is less than 
the inflation rate) and is respectful of 

our generous community by keeping 
the tax levy increase below 2%.” In-
creasing the tax levy by 3.9% - 2.6% 
above the acceptable level - was the 
source of the budget failure in 2014.

Notably, included in the budget for 
this year is a $115,680 increase for 
the Dake Junior High 1:1 technolo-
gy pilot, an initiative that would pro-
vide every student enrolled at Dake 
with laptops to use for school work 
all day. Following success of that ini-
tiative, the 1:1 program would move 
to IHS and other district schools. 
Furthermore, this budget, according 
to Assistant Superintendent Bren-
nan, provides funding for the two 
new science electives of Optics and 
Astronomy. Mr. Brennan also em-
phasized that the budget will main-
tain both the current class sizes and 
all available extracurriculars at IHS.

Otherwise, financially, the year 
ahead looks to be a stable one.

By Tom Rand
Chief Editor

“...I didn’t think [the show] 
was a true representation 

of the supports available or 
adult responses in certain 

situations.”

-Assistant Principal 
Vandergrift

“When something happens that is such a 
horrific event, you start to look at things 
to see [how to improve the situation].”

-Superintendent Crane
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