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It is often said that graduation 
causes wings to spread,

That walking across a stage 
forces waves of nostalgia,

But there is life after high 
school.

This time—now, 
All the time that has passed 
Forms a single point in life.

One can look back, wish, and 
look back mournfully, 

Thinking about what was.
I cannot fathom looking back 
at high school with nostalgia,
For it will stay in the present 

as part of who I am.

~ Kaitlyn Tabinsky
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News and Photo 
Editor

Christopher Ford

High school has be-
haved as a work of litera-
ture, presenting an expo-
sition, rising action and 
climax.

Teachers of the 
Month

"

Opinions Editor

    

Melissa Stio

October 

November

December 

January  

February 

March 

April  

May 
June Teacher of the Month:

If there's one thing I've 
learned this year as a senior, 

it's that time is relative. No, this 
will not turn into some physics 
lecture on Einstein's theory, but 
it is proof that I've been paying 
attention in class. At times each 
moment feels like an hour, as 
school seems to simply have no 
end. But look at the big picture. 
Observe how at times, each mo-
ment slips away and cannot ex-
ist again. It's a strange phenom-
enon that I'm not even going to 
pretend to understand. To quote 
the artist Alice Cooper "I'm in 
the middle, the middle of life." 
Sometimes I feel like high 
school began but a week ago...
but then I remember gradua-
tion is right around the corner.  

When I hear other seniors 
talking about leaving Irond-
equoit forever and never ever 
coming back, I have mixed feel-
ings. Sure we'll be embarking 
on a new chapter but life is go-
ing to be so different. The world 
is going to be so different. I'll 
miss having lunch in Kunz's 

room every day. I'll miss hiding 
out in the Rodequoit clubhouse 
after school until dinner time.  
I'll miss messing around with 
my closest friends in and out of 
school, singing at the top of our 
lungs whilst driving around our 
familiar town or ‘going to the 
store’. All the memories I’ve 
made here are what I’ll miss most.  

High school has behaved as 
a work of literature, presenting 
an exposition, rising action and 
a climax. You meet all of your 
friends gradually, you have ex-
citing adventures and obstacles 
but then you finally graduate. 
I can’t even fathom the feeling 
I will experience while walk-
ing across the stage at East-
man Theater, recalling all of the 
steps that led me to graduation. 

I plan on attending Nazareth 
College in the fall which is ex-
actly 13.7 miles from my home. I 
know I’ll only be in Pittsford but 
my friends won’t be just down 
the hall. Even the people in this 
school that were always there but 
not exactly in my life will leave 

a sort of an empty feeling since 
I will have to acclimate to new 
faces in new places. High school 
transformed me from a shy four-
teen year old to an insightful 
eighteen year old. I walked into 
IHS meekly, expecting to be 
shoved into a locker by an up-
perclassman. Now I’m an up-
perclassmen and I can walk the 
hallways confidently. I have been 
affected by the people in Irond-
equoit and I thank them because 
I like who I’ve become. I do miss 
childhood when things were sim-
pler, however I am excited to 
move on and truly become my 
own person. My educators have 
instilled several pieces of advice 
on me directly and indirectly so I 
intend to leave this building wise 
and fulfilled, safely being able to 
say “I completed high school.”

Keep  calm and carry on, 
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The past four years make 
up about a quarter of our 

entire lifetime and yet we are 
constantly encouraged to reflect 
on the significance of the past 
2,102,400 minutes. In the long 
run, it’s really not a whole lot of 
time to miraculously transform 
from a naïve little prepubescent 
to the mature adolescent who 
is so eager to leave the nest. 
There’s a lot of world out there 
ahead of us and it leaves me 
wondering how we’ve prepared 
ourselves for the multi-dimen-
sional, omnipresent life.

And yet sooner or later we will 
discover that we have picked up 
a thing or two. There will be 
times no matter where life takes 
us where we will be surrounded 
by strangers and will thankfully 
have a good idea about how to 

make friends. We will be faced 
with challenges of unknown dif-
ficulties and we’ll have a fine 
opportunity to employ the work 
ethic and determination we cul-
tivated late at night. 

In the past years we’ve come 
to know fear, angst, shame, 
envy and sorrow – pains that 
will be less daunting now that 
they’re known. But we’ve also 
experienced joy, contentment 
and peace – something we can 
strive for and remember when 
we make a wrong turn down the 
line. 

We’ve also been someone 
else. We’ve been the victim and 
the hero and the villain and the 
sidekick and pessimist and the 
optimist and the genius and 
the fool, and for the most part, 
worked out all the extremes of 

the people we will meet and 
have to relate to when we 
finally get out into the real 
world. 

But now it’s time to be our-
selves. It’s time to hone who 
we’ve found ourselves to 
be – even thus far. Our indi-
vidual and collective experi-
ences have colored each of us 
uniquely, giving us hue and 
texture and form and light. We 
may not all be given opportu-
nities we’ve used in this place 
but if nothing else, it’s time 
for us to shine. Good luck to 
you all, it’s been grand. 

Sincerely, 

"

  if nothing 
else, it's time 
to shine...

"

"
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 Editorial Policy

Rodequoit is written and produced 
by the students of Irondequoit 
High School and is the school’s offi-
cial student-run paper. Rodequoit 
offers students the chance to devel-
op writing, photographic,  and 
other journalistic skills. Unsigned 
editorials represent the opinion 
of the majority of the editorial 
board. Signed editorials  represent 
only the opinion of the author. 
Please address all correspondence 
to Rodequoit Editors, Irondequoit 
High School, 260 Cooper Road, 
Rochester, NY 14617. All letters 
must be signed. Rodequoit reserves 
the right to edit all submissions.
Rodequoit strives to inform,  
entertain and provide a forum 
for diverse opinions. The purpose 
of Rodequoit may be summa-
rized by the following objectives:
 1. To serve the interest of 
Irondequoit High School’s students 
by providing thorough and bal-
anced coverage of news and events;
   2. To provide access to views and 
comments of the students, faculty, 
administration, and community;
   3. To present well-researched and 
well-reasoned editorial comment.

Rodequoit is subject to state and 
federal laws. Rodequoit feels that  
the school  benefits from the cover-
age of issues relating to students. 
Rodequoit staff will make every 
effort to maintain high journalis-
tic standards by adhering to the 
Code of Ethics and Principles set 
forth by the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors. The staff 
will  examine newspaper content 
to avoid possible libel, obsceni-
ty, or incitement as defined by 
state and national courts. By 
staying inside these guidelines, 
Rodequoit is confident that the 
administration will continue to 
uphold our right to cover all issues.

By Amanda Clark 
Staff Writer

Dave Green Joan Maerz

Rodequoit gives back to the community

By Stephanie Distaffen 
Assistant Editor

By Roxy Elahi
News Editor

Joan Maerz, beloved faculty member, 
will be retiring this year after 26 years of 
teaching. Mrs. Maerz currently teaches 
10th grade regents and advanced level 
English at Irondequoit High School. Be-
fore teaching at IHS, Ms. Maerz taught 
at Harley and in Ft. Collins, Colorado. 
She was also a counselor at the Univer-
sity of Rochester, advised the foreign 
exchange and transfer students and 
helped with the study abroad programs.

Mrs. Maerz didn’t always want to be-
come a teacher. “When I was younger I 
always saw myself becoming a vet.” But a 
passion for reading and writing drove her 
to the fi eld. Her favorite thing about be-
ing an English teacher is “The joy of talk-
ing with people about books every day.”

Mrs. Maerz’s best memory about IHS 
is when “The wall across the way from 
me used to be a door and that’s where 
Home Economics was located. The girls 
there would always bring me over food.”

Sophomore Marisa Martinez, who 
knows how much Ms. Maerz loves 
quirky metaphors stated that, “Mrs. Mae-
rz is the water to a fl ower. She enables her 
students to bloom by sprinkling encour-
agement upon them.” Similarly, Danielle 
Lutomski, an English teacher at IHS, 
stated that Mrs. Maerz was “Initially as-

signed as my mentor 14 years ago, [she] 
guided me, not merely through curricu-
lum, but "Tempests themselves, high seas, 
and howling winds..." (Othello). She is a 
truly intelligent, forever professional, con-
tinually refl ective woman, [who] will re-
main a beacon for me, even as the light of 
her public teaching career slowly fades."

Mrs. Maerz had two key pieces of 
advice for the graduating seniors.” Get 
to know your professors, they can be-
come wonderful mentors.” Along with 
“It’s important to go to every class, be-
ing there is very important; after all 
showing up is half the battle.” The thing 
that Mrs. Maerz looks forward to most 
in her retirement is “Spending more 
time with my husband and reading for 
pleasure instead of grading papers.”

For all the faculty and students at 
IHS we thank Mrs. Maerz for her 
time here. Her teaching will be greatly 
missed and we wish her the very best.

 

The Irondequoit community says farewell to 
over a century of  experience

“Every issue of Rodequoit 
should be laminated and saved in 
an underground vault to preserve 
the memories forever,” said Rod-
equoit editor Joseph Connolly. 
But while the staff of Irondequoit 
High School’s school newspaper 

would like it to be this way, they 
understand that most copies of 
their hard work end up as papier-
mâché art projects, at the bottom 
of guinea pig cages, or in some 
other way returned to the uni-
verse. Sophomore Alex Scudder 
and the rest of the staff of Rode-
quoit want to preserve the memo-
ries attached to the school news-
paper by revisiting older issues 
and archiving them electronically 
on the school’s webpage.   

In the midst of the digital age, 
we rarely rely on paper copies. 
“If we can’t access information 
electronically it is almost as if 
that information doesn’t exist,” 
says Joseph Kunz, Rodequoit 
Adviser and teacher at Irond-
equoit High School. According 
to Kunz, there are many issues of 
Rodequoit that have been lost to 
the digital age, some of them go-

ing back decades: “This is one of 
many nice things about being in-
volved with the school paper. The 
staff understands how important 

these issues are to the school and 
making these older issues avail-
able to the community is a way 
for us to give back.”  

The archiving of electronic is-
sues of Rodequoit allows those 
who attended IHS years (or de-
cades) ago to look fondly back on 

their days in high school. “People 
who are still active members of 
the community can get a chance 
to look back and relive their spe-

cial experience,” says Scudder. 
The process of recording all the 
issues has just begun, but Scud-
der is eager for the project to 
take flight: “It’s really exciting 
to take part in something that 
will be shared with so many 
people.” Alex has already start-
ed photographing and scanning 
old issues and will soon be post-
ing them on Rodequoit’s web-
page. It is the staff’s dream to 

have all the issues uploaded by 
the end of the next school year. 
“We know how difficult and time 
consuming a job it will be, but we 
know the community is behind 
us,” says Scudder. To see which 
issues have been uploaded, visit: 
www.rodequoit.wordpress.com.  

"Making these older 
issues available to the 
community is a way for 

us to give back."

~Joseph Kunz

How long did you work at Irondequoit 
High School?
I worked at Irondequoit High School for 
12 years. Before working at IHS I worked 
at Iroquois Middle School for 13 years.

What was your position in the depart-
ment?
My position was Teacher Assistant for 
Mrs. Debra Nelson in the Special Ed. 
Blended program. We worked with senior 
year students.

How much did IHS change in the years 
you were here?
While working at IHS I have had the ex-
perience of seeing the construction of the 
new addition and renovation of the build-
ing including a new pool and library. Also 
there have been many staff and adminis-
tration changes.

What is the thing you miss the most 
about working here?

How long have you worked at IHS?
12 years

What was your role here at IHS?
I had started out as a hall monitor-esque 
person, but ended as a paraprofessional

Have you always worked in a school 
atmosphere?
Yes, for the last 22 years.

What was your fondest memory of 
working at IHS?
Meeting some really nice and funny stu-
dents.

What will you miss the most about 
working there?
The people I worked with.

Do you have any big plans for retire-
ment?
Recover from hip surgery and spend 
time with my grandchildren.

How much did IHS change in your 
time working here?
In the 12 years I worked here, nothing re-
ally had changed except that the school 
has gained security guards.

What is your role here at IHS?
Teachers aid: monitor the study halls, caf-
eteria, the main doors

How long have you worked at IHS?
I’ve worked here for 26 years.

What was your fondest memory of 
working at IHS?
My fondest memory was being with the 
students and interacting with them.

What will you miss the most about 
working there?
The students, the people I work with, I en-
joyed being with them.

Do you have any big plans for retire-
ment?
Spend time with my grandchildren and 
traveling.

Have you always worked in a school 
atmosphere?
No I was a hair dresser before this.

What advice would you give to seniors 
getting ready to leave the nest?
You need your education, in today’s soci-
ety. High school just isn’t enough. Enjoy 
life.

I miss the daily friendship of the people I 
worked with. Also, I miss learning along 
with my students and helping them.
     
Any plans now that you are retired?
Now that I am retired I babysit my 11 
month old granddaughter and will be 
babysitting a new grandchild due in De-
cember. I also plan on reading, knitting, 
and gardening more.
     
 Do you still keep in touch with students 
or teachers from IHS?
I still keep in touch with my co-workers at 
IHS.  We occasionally go out to lunch or 
dinner.  Mrs. Nelson keeps me posted on 
how our kids are doing.

Do you miss working or is it nice to fi -
nally relax?
Relax? What's that? I am busier at times 
than when I was working. However, it is 
nice not to have to get up at 5:50 or 6:00 
a.m. every day. 

Dave Green has been work-
ing at Irondequoit High School 
for six short years yet has had a 
profound impact on IHS athlet-
ics. His career in education did 
not begin in Irondequoit as IHS’ 
athletic director: “Right after 
college I worked at Ithaca as a 
gym teacher. Once I left Ithaca 
I started working at Wayne High 
School. Then, I had a job at Ga-
nanda for 20 years. After that, I 
finally began working at Ironde-
quoit for six great years as athlet-
ic director.”  Although he did not 
start his career at IHS, Wade Bi-
anco, vice principle at IHS, said 
“He was very proud of the blue 

and gold because he is, in fact, 
a graduate from Irondequoit.”

 Dave Green’s favorite part of 
working at Irondequoit was the 
ability to be able to work with 
such great kids and faculty be-
cause “they make the day exciting 
and enjoyable.” Mr. Green had 
always wanted to be an athlet-
ics director, stating, “My dream 
job in college was to start life 
as a Physical Education teacher 
and eventually become an ath-
letics director. And now I have 
accomplished that.” Green said 
what he will miss most about this 
school is the interaction he gets 
everyday with the faculty and 
students that he loves so much. 
Basketball coach and teacher at 
IHS, Dan Horn said that, “Dave 
Green is a very reliable man; he 
was someone that you could al-
ways go to for anything.” Green 
promises to keep in touch with 
all of his faculty friends in IHS, 
just like all of his friends in his 
past schools. Coach Reichlmayr 
would like to say that Dave 
Green  was "always very support-
ive and kind to coaches and stu-
dents." All of us at IHS wishDave 
Green has a happy retirement. 

Vicky DalburthLynn VirgoRuthanne Campbell
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"Relax? What's that? I am busier at times than 
when I was working. "

Interviews by: Stephanie Distaffen, Mandy Lessard, Jessica Higgins.

June 2012

~Lynn Virgo
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With so much time in high 
school spent making plans for col-
lege, it’s easy to get caught up in 
the race to college as soon as our 
feet walk across that stage. How-
ever, what people end up looking 
over is the opportunity to take a 
break from the norm. Taking a year 
off before college may seem like a 
good way to end up without any 
sort of a degree, but after living 
with the pressures of high school 
academia for four years, it should 
be appreciated and encouraged as 
a noble and pragmatic tradition.

In many European countries, 
gap years (the years between high 
school education and universi-
ty) are the norm. After attending 
school for practically their whole 
lives, 18-year-olds take time off 
to travel, work and most impor-
tantly, clear their heads. In the 
U.S., however, students are pres-
sured to go straight from their 
senior year to being freshmen at 
yet another institute of learning. 
Of course we are a nation with 
the protestant work ethic, trying 
to maintain our prosperity and 
prestige in a global econ-
omy.  But in-

Rushing to university may not be the best choice for graduates

stead of producing garrisons of 
educated, inspired young adults 
each year from our universities, 
we suffer higher levels of alco-
hol or drug-related deaths  than 
any other developed country. Al-
though taking a year off is not 
the end-all be-all solution to the 
problems associated with col-
lege life, taking a break from the 
stresses of educational scaffold-
ing  to do something engaging 

and constructive could very well 
allow young people to  gain the 
maturity they need to deal with all 
of the freedom granted at college. 

Taking a year off is not an ex-
cuse to do nothing. After all, these 
are the best years of our life; they 
shouldn’t be spent lounging on 
your parent’s couch. One of the 
best options graduates may con-
sider include AmeriCorps, an or-
ganization similar to the Peace 
Corp that facilitates work in non-

profit agencies across 

The good ol' hometown advantage
included, have spent the better 
half of past summers sitting at 
home and complaining at what a 
bore Irondequoit can be. But if 
you can resist the urge to spend 
your days as a couch potato, 
there’s a whole lot of world out 
there – much of it unexplored 
and underappreciated. An expe-
dition through Durand-Eastman 
or Seneca Park is a great way 
to spend an afternoon. My best 
advice is to try and get lost – 
it’s a serene landscape we live 
in and you’d be surprised by 
some of the little treasures you 

can find hidden here and there.
A complaint I often hear about 

Irondequoit is the lack of com-
mercial development. However, 
while Irondequoit does not have 
many major corporations within 
its boundaries, we do have an 
abundance of small 
restaurants and one 

“ taking a break...
could very well allow 

young people to  gain the 
maturity they need”

of the best supermarkets in the 
country. Along with these are the 
successful developments of the 
I-Square area - the widespread 
support and optimism for this 

project after the opening of In-
dulge Ice Cream predicts positive 
commercial results in the next 
five years. The last overlooked 
part of Irondequoit’s commer-
cial development is the world fa-
mous House of Guitars. Even if 
you choose not to purchase any-
thing, it’s always an experience 
to spend an afternoon inside this 
iconic Irondequoit landmark.  

Irondequoit may never be re-
garded as the picturesque subur-
ban paradise we see on television 
but there’s certainly something to 
be said for its natural abundance 
of rich geography and prospects 
for commercial development in 
the future. The graduating seniors 
from IHS and Eastridge High 
School may leave Irondequoit in 
the dust for someplace more ur-
ban or warmer in the winter, but 
it’s safe to assume that sooner or 
later we’ll all look back fondly 
on our bike rides along the lake 
or sledding the slopes at Du-
rand Park. At the end of the day 
Irondequoit is our hometown, 
and it’s quite a nice one at that. 

Photo courtesy of M
ellisa Stio

Facebook philosophy

the U.S. for young people without 
a four-year degree. WWOOFing 
(World Wide Opportunities on 
Organic Farms) is a cheap and en-
riching way to travel where people 
can work on farms practically any-
where in the world in exchange for 
room and board.  And then there’s 
the good ol’ workforce.  Work-
ing a nine-to-five job can be very 
effective for developing young 
peoples’ work ethic- a skill that 
will always translate into mak-
ing productive choices in college. 

The public school system does 
its best to get us to college be-
cause it’s in our best interest to get 
a degree and not get too caught up 
making money or traveling.  But 
at the end of the day, just taking 
a year off after high school al-
lows us to explore the other op-
portunities out there. In any case, 
gap years are a valuable oppor-
tunity to get the enlightenment 
that only comes from true self-
discovery – enlightenment that 
will shape who we finally grow 
up to be.  If America truly wants 
what’s best for the upcoming adult 
generations, gap years shouldn’t 
be written off as an unviable 
option for graduating seniors. 

By Joshua Freedman
Staff Writer

It’s fairly commonplace for 
any adolescent generation to be 
dissatisfied with their hometown 
and there certainly has been quite 
a bit of grumbling and complain-
ing about this place we call home. 
But with great public schools, a 
major park, multiple clean beach-
es, an amusement park, various 
great dining options, a zoo, and 
a future of successful economic 
development, Irondequoit re-
ally doesn’t deserve the griping. 
After all, it takes an open mind 
to see a diamond in the rough.

I didn’t make this realization 
for myself until a few weeks 
back when I was biking back 
from Durand Beach while tex-
ting a friend who was complain-
ing about how she lived four 
hours from the nearest beach, 
(it’s often taken for granted how 
Irondequoit is bordered on three 
sides by water.)  Of course, most 
Irondequoit teenagers, myself 

Leaving the gap before college

The twenty-first century en-
lightenment is here, and it’s 
developing on your news feed! 
Since the website’s creation 
back in 2004, Facebook has seen 
many trends and styles from 
its 900 million users. But af-
ter series of games, customiza-
tions, and “pokes,” a new trend 
is developing in philosophic 
status updates and unfortu-
nately, it’s just as shallow and 
annoying as the rest of them. 

This is a typical example of 
narcissism in human nature – 
especially during adolescence. 
Teenagers have historically been 
prone to experience feelings of 
solitude, self-
importance, re-
belliousness, ar-
rogance, and of 
course, self-ab-
sorption. Previ-
ous generations 
of angst-ridden 
teenagers have 
had limited out-
lets to express 
their turmoil and “profound” 
perspectives on the dismal world 
they inhabit beyond the basic 
forms of civil disobedience. 
Leagues of Holden Caulfields 
could be seen sulking by the rail-
road tracks, designing graffiti 
masterpieces on public buildings, 
and loitering with a good smoke 
by the drug store – each with a 
passion to change the world, but 
without anyone to listen. With a 
worldwide audience at their digi-
tal disposal however, hoards of 
modern Platos are taking classic 
teenage dissenting to a whole new 
level, inviting millions to sup-
port their claims that “life sucks” 
and that “people are so mean.” 

To be fair, there are groups 
in today’s teenage population 
who aren’t looking to be philo-
sophical, just sympathy. They 
are the needy sort who resort 
to online attention in order to 
receive compassion for their 
downtrodden, miserable lots. 
But the growing trend of Face-

book status updates are posted 
by self-righteous young adults, 
suffering from confirmation 
bias and an inherent desire to 
condemn life as we know it.

On one hand, self-expression 
may very well be the primary 
purpose of mass social media in 
this day and age, so users can’t 
be blamed for wanting to show 
their true grey colors when they 
post how tired they are, or how 
boring the world is. On the other 
hand, it’s remarkable how many 
users take the time to make the 
same dull, depressing sentiments 
over and over and still believe 
their revelations are hard-hitting 
news. Not to be the bearer of bad 
news, but until the professional 
media can start taking quotes 
from the website, nothing casu-

ally posted on 
Facebook by 
an uninspired 
seventeen-year-
old will ever 
truly be consid-
ered profound. 

Granted, Face-
book is of, by, 
and for the users, 
so there’s noth-

ing inherently wrong with the 
idea of turning the average Face-
book newsfeed into a cesspool 
of disappointment and apathetic 
rage. But when the majority of 
your ‘friends’ perpetually seek 
online affirmation and approval 
for their run-of-the-mill disgrun-
tled smut, the ‘unfriend’ button 
begins to look mighty pretty. 

At the end of the day, Face-
book is what you, and its other 
900 million users make of it, 
and I’m sure society prefers 
that teenagers empty their emo-
tional waste into Silicon Valley 
and not into the actual public. 
However, there’s a lot to be said 
for presenting a positive im-
age when operating on a world-
wide level. If Facebook is to 
remain as influential to society 
as it currently is, it’s time peo-
ple took responsibility for their 
influence. It all comes down to 
the fundamental rule: if you’ve 
nothing nice (or intelligent) to 
post, don’t post anything at all.

“ it’s remarkable how 
many users take the time 

to make the same 
dull, depressing 
sentiments...”

Illu
st

ra
tio

n 
by

 P
re

st
on

 M
on

ig
le

bringing the trials of  adolescence to your newsfeed
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Palm trees, Ontario breeze, 
salty air, sun-kissed hair
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College Bound Seniors and their Parents! 

WIT can help with the “Balance Due” 
 

We offer a line of credit of up to $30,000  
with interest only payments for 4 years  
switching to principal and interest payments 
over the following 6 years. 
 

It is important to talk to WIT  
before you graduate. 

 
Call us for details 454-4580. 

Your College invoice  
each semester may look  
something like this: 
 
Total tuition & Fees $11,000 
Room and board             4,250 
School discounts          2,000 
Scholarships         1,800 
Tap                         250 
Government Loans                   6,000 
Balance Due               $5,200 

When in college, 
do as the collegians do

Party in the Park (all 
shows @ 5pm)

Molly Hatchet – June 7
Bruce Hornsby & The 
Noisemakers – June 14
Rusted Root – June 21
Tower of Power – July 5
Young the Giant – July 
12
The Grass Roots – July 
19

Big Rib BBQ & Blues 
Fest (July 12th – July 
15th)

Blue music and red 
ribs… what’s not to 
like about the Big Rib 
BBQ & Blues Fest 
at Highland Park? 
Absolutely nothing, 
that’s what!

Water Street Music 
Hall
Foxy Shazam - June 6

BadFish (Sublime Tribute) – 
June 14
FreezePop - June 24
Motion City Soundtrack – 
June 26
Ingrid Michaelson – July 21

Canandaigua Music 
and Arts Center 
(FLCC Campus)

Crosby, Stills, and Nash 
– June 12
Tim McGraw – June 29
Barenaked Ladies & 
Blues Traveler – July 7
Snoop Dogg - August 2

Canandaigua Music and Arts 
Center is an interesting venue 
in the Rochester area because it 
can support two 
different types of 
fans. When buy-
ing tickets for a 
show at CMAC, 
you have two 
options for seat-
ing. There are 
seats available 
right in front of the stage ranging 
from $45 to $80, and they also 
offer general admission tickets in 
the lawn for $25. Overall, CMAC 
is very tame. The people who 

have tickets for seats generally 
are more interested in strictly lis-
tening to quality music, and the 
people who have general admis-
sion tickets typically want to just 
lay out on a blanket, have a picnic, 
gaze up at the stars, and listen to 

music on a less 
serious level. 
One complaint 
that I have 
with CMAC is 
that the gen-
eral admission 
seating is too 
far away from 

the stage to the point that if you 
were to go see a rap concert or 
any group that has intricate lyr-
ics, it would be very challenging 
to decipher what is being said.

however sometimes the ability 
of the basketball team, size of 
the new building, or scenery of 
the campus overshadow impor-
tant little things. For example, is 
the infirmary open on weekends? 
Do the students appear happy? 
Are there a lot of signs around 
for club activities or fraternities 
and sororities? Getting sick on a 
Thursday or Friday and not being 
able to see a doctor until the fol-
lowing Monday can be kind of 
a drag, and if current students 
don’t seem to be having fun at 
the school, then how can you? 
Additionally, if there are a lot 
of clubs and activities, then it 
lets the prospective student know 
that they have options 
for expanding their 
horizons or partici-

pating in 
an event. 

Finally, be on 
the look out for 
any new build-
ings and pro-
grams that a 
college might 

be creating. If construction is 
under way while you are visit-
ing, don’t be scared off! By the 
time you are entering the school, 
odds are the project will be done, 
or close to it, and the new build-
ing shows you that the college 
is still improving, has funding 
from Alumni’s, and wants to bet-
ter your education. On a similar 
note, new majors, minors, and 
academic programs are some-
thing to look out for because it 
shows that the college is trying 
to get ahead of the game and be 
innovative. Although it’s hard to 
know precisely what you’re look-
ing for in a college, use some of 
these tips to guide you through 
the process. As junior year comes 
to a close, be proactive: search 
colleges, go on tours, and apply 
for scholarships early. Good 
luck in your search for success!

If you are a music fanatic who is 
keen on getting the highest quality 
audio experience for your buck, the 
Water Street Music Hall is a great 
place to see a concert. Being that 
Water Street is an indoor venue, 
it is much easier for the bands to 
control the acoustics of the show, 
resulting in nothing less than the 

highest quality of audio for 
your ears. Without the vari-

ability of wind, rain, or 
outside noises like 

Water Street Music Hall

cars, the Water Street Music Hall 
is a very comfortable place to lis-
ten to your favorite band. Though 
Water Street’s facility is air condi-
tioned, the high density of people 
keeps the temperature nice and 
high so shorts and a t-shirt are more 
than enough to keep you warm. 
The most indescribable quality of 
Water Street is the atmosphere of 
the fans. The kaleidoscopic light-
ing, the booming waves of the bass 
drum, and the sea of screaming 
heads are all sure to keep bounc-
ing up and down like an energetic 
kangaroo. Most tickets are around 
$15.

“You want to just lay out 
on a blanket, have a picnic, 

gaze up at the stars, and 
listen to music.” 

By Jacob Fleischer
Contributor

With the college search under-
way for many juniors, it often 
times seems overwhelming to 
sort through the e-mails and let-
ters you are bombarded with. 
With every school listing off 
important-sounding awards and 
throwing around supposedly 
impressive statistics, schools 
toss in intimidating words just 
to prove the intellect that they 
can teach. While many schools 
use the tempting promise that 
they’re “the perfect school for 
you,” only you can truly decide 
which college would fit best with 
your particular learning style and 
needs as a student. We all know 
that size, loca-
tion, academ-
ics, sports, and 
clubs all play an 
important part 
in the decision 
making process. 
However, in 
addition to the 
useful facts and 
statistics, there 
are a few other 
helpful tid-bits for you to look 
out for during your many college 
visits. 

In college, your mom and dad 
aren’t there to cook your meals 
anymore. As a result, the din-
ing hall is going to become a 
very familiar sight to you during 
freshman year. A few pieces of 
advice on dining halls: make sure 
there is one close to the fresh-
man dorms and freshman class 
buildings. There’s nothing worse 
than walking across campus at 
7 in the morning and then all 
the way back to go to your first 
class. Also, keep in mind that on 
those late nights where you stay 
up studying, you could get hun-
gry. Be sure to check out if any 
dining halls are open 24/7. On 
a different note, many families 
focus on the big things on the 
tour, which are very important, 

“As junior year comes 
to a close, be proactive: 
search colleges, go on 

tours, and apply for 
scholarships early.” 

Illustration by Joe Connolly

By Sara Trojanczyk
Contributor

Canandaigua Music and Arts 
Center

By Sara Trojanczyk
Contributor
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The Big Brown Machine

Eric Bigenwald Maddie  Muzdak i s

offensive playmakers in the first 
round that fans and experts agree 
are the real deal.  Hopefully lead-
ing the way for this year’s team 
is the recently drafted Oklahoma 
State Quarterback and my predic-
tion for rookie of the year, Brandon 
Weeden.  Weeden, at 29, is very 
old for a rookie; he played pro-
fessional baseball before return-
ing to college to play football.  
Last season, Weeden was excel-
lent, completing seventy two per-
cent of his passes, reaching 4700 
passing yards on the season and 
and throwing thirty seven touch-
downs against only thirteen inter-
ceptions. While his age caused 
him to slip down many team’s 

draft boards, it is that maturity 
and his prior experience as a pro-
fessional athlete that will enable 
Weeden to step in and be an effec-

tive on-field leader from day one.  
Another reason for the Browns 
to be hopeful is Weeden’s fellow 
rookie Trent Richardson, the third 

overall pick who many believe to 
be the best running back to enter 
the league since Adrian Peterson, 
the Minnesota Vikings’ star play-
er.  Richardson scored twenty 
one rushing touchdowns last year 
for National Champion Alabama, 
averaging 5.9 yards per carry on 
his way to 1600 yards on the 
ground.  He was expected to carry 
the load on offense for a team that 
gets as much media attention as 
any professional organization, so 
expectations in Cleveland should 
not deter him in the slightest.  
These two rookies are expected 
to add an element of explosive-
ness to an offense that, in recent 
seasons, has struggled mightily.  

While it is undeniable The 
Browns play in what has been 
the toughest division in football 
in recent seasons, do not discount 
them.  With how The Steelers have 
recently started to decline due to 
many of their best players aging, 
I think that with the combined 
offensive firepower of Weeden and 
Richardson, The Browns can take 
out the aging and injured Ravens 
and the new divisional superpower 
The Cincinnati Bengals. It is a huge 
stretch to take the Browns over 
anyone else from their division or 
anyone else in the league, but there 
is something brewing in Cleveland 
and it is a 10-6 record that will 
bring with it a playoff berth.

Eric Bigenwald is an extremely dedicated and versatile ath-
lete.  He plays sports year-round, running cross country in the 
fall, Nordic skiing in the winter and running outdoor track in 
the spring.  He became a runner because the Fourth of July two 
mile race went by his house every year, so his family decided 
to start running it.  He has completely devoted himself to his 
sport ever since, running "seven days a week, 365 days a year."  

Bigenwald says that his sport has given him much in return.  
His most memorable moment this track season was being invited 
to run  in the elite two mile at Hilton. However, it is not just 
the big races that give him satisfaction.  He says the best part 
of track is "the friendships and relationships we make."  When 
asked what track has taught him, Bigenwald replied, "there are 
no secrets or shortcuts to success, just hard work and dedication."  

After high school, Bigenwald will attend the University of 
Buffalo to study engineering.  While there, he plans to run for 
a club team, maintaining his intense focus on his sport.  Big-
enwald would like to impart some wisdom on young runners, 
that the best way to succeed is to "work hard and be nice."

By Zack Stenglein
Staff Writer

Why the coming season is Cleveland's year

Maddie Muzdakis is a focused and determined athlete, she has 
run track for six years, ever since she finished well in the Dake 
jug run in seventh grade.  She says it was that race that made her 
realize she could be a good runner.  Since deciding to become a 
runner, Muzdakis has dedicated herself to the sport, running both 
cross country in the fall and track in the spring.  She says that 
in order to achieve success in her sports, "I have trained hard, 

planned my races carefully, and tried to keep a positive mind-set."  
All of her hard work paid off, as she broke twelve minutes in the 
3000m, which she says is her most memorable accomplishment.

Muzdakis has found many aspects of running enjoyable and edu-
cational.  She says the best part of track is "The people.  Since the 
distance girls train with the distance guys I have gained many good 
friends who always inspire me to run harder and farther."  Muzdakis 
also says that track has taught her a crucial lesson, which is "To take 
risks.  You are never going to find out what you can do if you don’t try." 

She plans to continue following her passion for run-
ning and join the running club at Brown University, where she 
will be double majoring in mathematics and British history.   

“Take risks. You are never going to find out what you can do if you 
don’t try.”

“There are no secrets or shortcuts to success, just hard work and 
dedication.”

After yet another season of hav-
ing their hopes and dreams of a 
successful franchise crushed once, 
the devoted fans of the Cleveland 
Browns may have caught sight of 
a light at the end of the tunnel. 
Although the Browns have had 
many misfires on draft picks in the 
past, I truly believe that the Browns 
have had the best draft of 2012.  
This year the team has picked up 
several outstanding rookies that 
may help Cleveland right the ship 
and give their fans the season 
they’ve long been dreaming of.

The Browns selected a pair of 

Photo courtesy of Eric Bigenwald Photo courtesy of Maddie Muzdakis

“The Browns selected a 
pair of offensive playmakers 

in the first round that fans 
and experts agree are the 

real deal.”
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Visiting artist spotlights
Sarah Rutherford

Sarah Rutherford mainly works 
with figurative painting and draw-
ing. She visited some of the IHS arts 
classes earlier in May as a visiting 
artist, teaching the students about 
her form of art. Since graduating 
from the University of Vermont in 
2006, Rutherford has been explor-
ing the art world. In the past six 
years she has won two fellowships 
at the Vermont Studio Center, lived 
in New York City, and moved to 
Rochester, where she currently re-
sides. She took no time in becom-
ing active in the art community and 
she helped to create “Sweet Meat 
Co.” (www.sweetmeatco.com), a 
cooperative group for emerging 
local artists. The New York Times 
Magazine, Bon Appetit, Conde Nast 
Traveler, and Men’s Health has also 
published some of Rutherford’s 
food related pen drawings. In 2011 
she completed her first book, en-
titled “Frankies Spuntino Kitchen 
Companion and Cooking Manual.”

Robert Rogalski was born in 1974 
near Rochester, New York. Specializing 
in illustration, watercolor art, sculptor, 
and puppeteer, he has been interested 
in art since he was young. Rogalski 
was diagnosed as dyslexic at an early, 
and was told he would probably not 
read beyond a third grade level, but 
he never let that weaken his creativity 
or imagination. Although he struggled 
with his reading and writing, stories of 
Peter Pan, Hobbits, and Oz enchanted 
him. Reading soon became a pleasure, 
although still a struggle, and his fam-
ily encouraged his developing artistic 
creativity. When asked by his school 
librarian at seven what he wanted to be 
when he grew up, Rogalski answered 
that he wanted to be a children’s book 
illustrator. In 1993, he earned a full-
tuition scholarship to the Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh. Studying Special Effects in 

Photos Courtesy of Melissa Stio and Mrs. Lauren Reinert

Although the WIRQ may al-
ways grill hot dogs for a low 
cost lunch at Arts Fest, for this 
year’s festivities a vegetarian 
option was included into the mix. 
Not only was the veggie burger 
a big money maker, but it also 
showed that WIRQ is thinking 
about the non-carnivores at IHS.  
“Vegetarian food is also nice for 
people looking for a healthy al-
ternative. I think it’s important 
to have a wide variety of food to 

cater to everyone’s tastes,” says 
sophomore, Abby Frawley, who 
helped in the sale. The money 
raised went towards keeping 
WIRQ up and running. and will 
eventually allow the staff to get 
newer equipment. 

The benefit of eating a nutri-
tious veggie burger instead of a 
hot dog is equivalent to eating 
7% of your daily fat intake rath-
er than 20%, as with a normal 
hot dog. Also, eating a delicious 
veggie burger has 5% vitamin c. 
All in all, the variety of gaining 
another option of food choice for 
the BBQ was beneficial to all 
the students who either wanted 
a healthier option or a non-meat 
option of food.

WIRQ offers
vegetarian 

options

Robert Rogalski

Film, Rogalski graduated with a degree 
in Industrial Design. He then taught art 
to inner city school children, and de-
signed puppets and other exhibits for 
the Renaissance Festivals throughout 
the East Coast. He won Best of Show 
at NorWesCon in 2004 with his 13-foot 
tall Treebeard puppet, was featured at 

the Middle Earth Ball and Oracle Gath-
ering, Faerie Magick. Partnered with 
renowned sculptor Kim Graham, they 
constructed a “life-sized,” one-ton, clay 
dragon at GenCon in Indianapolis. In 
2006, he was able to illustrate the chil-
dren’s book Mrs. Murphy’s Marvel-
ous Mansion by Emma Perry Roberts.

By Stephanie Distaffen
Assistant Editor

By Allison Maier
Arts Editor

Displays, activities, performanc-
es... it's Arts Fest! To current students 
and staff, Arts Fest is a day to learn 
from live music, visiting artists, and 
many other activities. But Arts Fest 
did not start out as a school-wide 
event.

In 1988 Bob Geroux, now a pro-
fessor at Mansfield College and then 
the head of the Art Department at 
Irondequoit High School, created 
Arts Fest as a way for students to 
showcase their art and meet local 
artists. Arts Fest started out much 
smaller than it is today. Since then, 
however, Arts Fest has grown and 
evolved tremendously. The festival 
now accommodates various types 
of art-like music, poetry, and drama, 
instead of only the initial visual arts. 

Mrs. Jacobs, the current head of 
the Art Department, was a student 
when Arts Fest was created. Now she 
is in charge of the organization of the 
festival. “People say that since I’ve 
picked [Arts Fest] up it’s gone on ste-
roids,” said Jacobs, who has run Arts 
Fest for the past nine years. Over the 
years, more and more has been added 
to the Festival in order to appeal to 
kids' other interests. The festival now 
includes a bounce house, a film fes-
tival, school club-run food stands, 
sports events, and the famous dunk 
tank. The Music Department has 
also become involved in the festival, 
giving performances from the high 
school Jazz Band, DSS (Dead Sing-
er’s Society), and Sweet 16.

Although there are silly things 
like a bounce house and dunk tank, 
the main focus of Arts Festival is 
to showcase the arts. "It's meant to 
show that the arts are all inclusive 
and a part of all aspects of life," said 
Mrs. Jacobs "They connect to all dif-
ferent disciplines." 

Mrs. Jacobs dismissed the ru-
mor of ending Arts Fest, saying that 
Arts Fest was here to stay “because 
the kids are good and the teach-
ers are supportive. We’re a team!”

Visiting artists bios by Allison Maier

“ it's important to have 
a wide variety of food 
to cater to everyone's 

tastes”~Abby Frawley
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